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We prepare our hearts and minds to center in God’s presence. 

Prelude   

Please fill out the red friendship pad located in your pew. We ask that everyone, both members and visitors alike, 
write their contact informa>on, including address, in the spaces provided. Please pass to the next person in your 
row. ABer all have signed, return the pad back to the other end, no>ng the names of others in your pew.  

Bell Toll   

Welcome  

Stand 

Thanksgiving for Bap8sm 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

In the waters of bap@sm, we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ, and we are a new 
crea@on. For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God, who was, who is, and who is to 
come. 

We thank you, God, for your river of life, flowing freely from your throne: through the earth, 
through the city, through every living thing. You rescued Noah and his family from the flood; 
You opened wide the sea for the Israelites. Now in these waters you flood us with mercy, 
and our sin is drowned forever. You open the gate of righteousness and we pass safely 
through. In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters. You nourish us and enclose us in safety. You 
call us forth and send us out. In lush and barren places, you are with us. You have become our 
salva@on. Now breathe upon this water and awaken your church once more. 
Claim us again as your beloved and holy people. Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away 
every tear. To you, our Beginning and our End, our Shepherd and Lamb, be honor, glory, praise, and 
thanksgiving, now and forever. Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn   “O Spirit All-Embracing”          ACS #944 
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Gree8ng 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  And also with you.  

Kyrie                  Page 184 
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Hymn of Praise                Page 187 
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Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 
God our creator, the resurrec8on of your Son offers life to all the peoples of earth. By your 
Holy Spirit, kindle in us the fire of your love, empowering our lives for service and our 
tongues for praise, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Sit 

First Reading: Acts 2:1-21 

Before Jesus ascended into heaven, he told his disciples they would be filled with the Holy 
Spirit. Now, amid signs of fire, wind, and a variety of languages, the people were amazed and 
astonished at Jesus’ promise coming true. 

1When the day of Pentecost had come, the apostles were all together in one place. 2And 
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the 
en@re house where they were si6ng. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and 
a tongue rested on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
 5Now there were devout Jews from every na@on under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6And at 
this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in 
the na@ve language of each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are 
speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own na@ve 
language? 9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia,  
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Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, 
and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages 
we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12All were amazed and perplexed, saying 
to one another, “What does this mean?” 13But others sneered and said, “They are filled with 
new wine.” 
 14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea 
and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15Indeed, these 
are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is what was 
spoken through the prophet Joel: 
 17‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 
 that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
  and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
 and your young men shall see visions, 
  and your old men shall dream dreams. 
 18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
  in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
   and they shall prophesy. 
 19And I will show portents in the heaven above 
  and signs on the earth below, 
   blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
 20The sun shall be turned to darkness 
  and the moon to blood, 
   before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
 21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 104:24-34, 35b              Tone 4, Page 337 

 

 24How manifold are your | works, O LORD! 
  In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full | of your creatures. 
 25Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too man- | y to number, 
  living things both | small and great. 
 26There go the ships | to and fro, 
  and Leviathan, which you made for the | sport of it. 
 27All of them | look to you 
  to give them their food | in due season.  
 28You give it to them; they | gather it; 
  you open your hand, and they are filled | with good things. 
 29When you hide your face, | they are terrified; 
  when you take away their breath, they die and return | to their dust. 
 30You send forth your Spirit, and they | are created; 
  and so you renew the face | of the earth. 
 31May the glory of the LORD en- | dure forever; 
  O LORD, rejoice in | all your works.  
 32You look at the earth | and it trembles; 
  you touch the mountains | and they smoke. 
 33I will sing to the LORD as long | as I live; 
  I will praise my God while I | have my being. 
 34May these words of | mine please God. 
  I will rejoice | in the LORD. 
 35bBless the LORD, | O my soul. 
  Hal- | lelujah!  
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Second Reading: Romans 8:14-17 

Here Paul speaks about the mystery of bap>sm: through the Holy Spirit we are claimed, 
gathered, and welcomed into Christ’s body, the church. And we receive a new name in our 
adop>on: child of God. 

14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 15For you did not receive a spirit 
of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adop@on. When we cry, 
“Abba! Father!” 16it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of  
God, 17and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer  
with him so that we may also be glorified with him. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

Gospel Acclama8on                Page 188 
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Gospel: John 14:8-17, 25-27 

Glory to you, O Lord.                                        
Though the disciples struggle with Jesus’ nature and iden>ty, they receive the promise that 
they too will be iden>fied with God and God’s mission. Though he must leave them now, Jesus 
promises the coming of the Advocate whom God will send to comfort and enlighten them. 

8Philip said to Jesus, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be sa@sfied.” 9Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this @me, Philip, and you s@ll do not know me? Whoever has seen  
me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am 
in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my  
own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and 
the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves.  
12Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, 
will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask 
in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for 
anything, I will do it. 
 15“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I will ask the Father, and he will 
give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world 
cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides 
with you, and he will be in you.  
 25“I have said these things to you while I am s@ll with you. 26But the Advocate, the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all 
that I have said to you. 27Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as 
the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
Sit 

Sermon                     Pastor Bruce Falksen 
Stand 
Hymn of the Day    “Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading”    #401 
     Verses 1, 2 – All 
     Verse 3 – Choir 
     Verses 4, 5 – All 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally bego_en of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
bego_en, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salva8on 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pon8us Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one bap8sm for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrec8on of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Sit 

Blessing of Graduates 

All high school and college graduates who are here today, please come forward at this >me. 

Dear graduates: At this special @me in your life we are eager to show you how delighted we 
are that you have reached this milestone in your life. As fellow members of this community of 
faith we rejoice with you and want you to know of our pride and excitement as you move from 
this accomplishment into the next phase of your life. We also want you to know that wherever 
you go and whatever you do, you are going forward with our prayers for God’s con@nued 
guidance, power, protec@on, and strength. 

(Place prayer shawls around the graduates’ shoulders) 
Grant, O Savior, to each of these graduates the knowledge of your con@nued presence as they 
go forth into the future. Guide their steps. May these shawls be a physical reminder of your 
presence and the love of this congrega@on. Bless them and keep them now and forever. 
Amen. 

People of Church of Our Saviour, listen: Do you claim these graduates as siblings in Christ, 
called to ministry according to their talents? 
In God’s love, we claim them. 
As their home congrega@on, do you promise to support them, take an interest in their future, 
be with them in their celebra@on and sadness, and welcome them whenever they return 
to Church of Our Saviour? 
In God’s love, we support them. 
Do you promise to faithfully pray for these siblings, placing their futures into God’s loving 
hands as they make their choices? 
In God’s love, we pray for them. 

Let us pray. 
Gracious God, you bless your servants with many achievements. We give thanks especially today for 
the milestones that these graduates have apained. As they begin new phases of their lives, may they 
know your love in all the experiences they have. Bless the families of these students, who have 
supported and nourished them in Chris@an faith. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

13 



Graduates – 
Go out into the world in peace; be of good courage; hold to what is good; return no one evil 
for evil; strengthen the faint-hearted; support the weak; help the suffering; honor all people; 
love and serve our God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Graduates may return to their seats. 

All Stand 

Prayers of Intercession 

A.   Set free from cap@vity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrec@on for the church, 
people in need, and all of crea@on. 

A brief silence. 

Holy Living One, Holy Moving One, burst open our locked doors, and by your Spirit drive us out 
into the world proclaiming your mighty deeds. Direct our words and ac@ons, trus@ng the 
Advocate abiding in and among us. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Feed and care for creatures that remain hidden to us yet contribute to the vibrancy of your 
crea@on. Train us to interact with crea@on from a place of wonder, awe, and reverence. God, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Send your Spirit to places where language is a barrier to jus@ce and mercy for those who seek 
it. Bless the work of translators, interpreters, and teachers. Promote understanding for the 
sake of those longing for true freedom and peace. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Comfort all who live in constant fear and any who are suffering. We especially pray for healing 
and comfort for those on the prayer list. (Here other intercessions may be offered).  Remind 
them that your Spirit has made them your children and that they are never far from your glory. 
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Guide all bishops, pastors, missionaries, and other ministers of the gospel. Foster our  
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rela@onships with partner synods and local ministry partners, that our visions and ac@ons are  
Spirit-led. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Gather your people across regions, na@ons, and lands. Root our common life in the life, death, 
and resurrec@on of Christ, and by your Spirit bind us together with all the saints who have 
gone before us. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

Sharing of the Peace   

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

Please share a non-contact gree>ng with each other. Sugges>ons are to wave, nod, smile, 
elbow bump or share the peace sign. 

Sit 

Offering/Special Music      “Come, Spirit, Come”            Mary Kay Beall 
      Adult Choir 

Stand 

Offertory Hymn           “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”    #885 
       Sing as giBs are brought forward. 
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Offering Prayer 

A.     Living God, you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in your peaceable reign, 
and you welcome us all at your table. Reach out to us through this meal, and show us your 
wounded and risen body, that we may be nourished and believe in Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 
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The Great Thanksgiving               Page 190 

 
Preface 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all @mes and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrec@on opened to us the way of everlas@ng life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, Holy                 Page 190 

 
Words of Ins8tu8on 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, arer supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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The Lord’s Prayer     

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

     on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;         
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into tempta8on, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

Sit 

Holy Communion 

All are welcome at the Lord’s Table, guests and members alike. Jesus’ body and blood are given 
in the Eucharis>c meal for the forgiveness of sins. The Lord invites you, and the decision to 
receive Holy Communion belongs to you. Children are welcome to come forward and receive a 
blessing. Both sides of pews may come forward.  The pastor will be in the middle and will give 
you a wafer to consume. Then proceed to the assis>ng minister or communion assistant that is 
on your side of pews. Take a small cup of wine or grape juice from the silver try to drink. Grape 
juice is in the center. Gluten-free wafers are also available upon request. Baskets are provided 
for disposal of plas>c cups.  If you would like to bring communion to someone, disposable 
communion kits are available upon request. 

Invita8on to Communion 

The risen Christ dwells with us here. All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come. 
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Lamb of God              Page 191 
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Communion Hymn     “Holy Spirit, Truth Divine”                 #398 

 

Please stand aBer all have returned to their place. 

Blessing 

May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 
His grace unto Everlas@ng Life.  Amen. 
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Prayer aber Communion 

A.   We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup we have tasted the new 
heaven and earth where hunger and thirst are no more. Send us from this table as witnesses 
to the resurrec@on, that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Sending Prayer for Communion to Sick and Homebound  

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed 
Elijah with heavenly bread, assist us in this ministry on which we are sent forth. In your love 
and care, nourish and strengthen those to whom we bring this sacrament, that through the 
body and blood of your Son we all may know the comfort of your abiding presence. Amen. 

Blessing 

May the Creator bless you and keep you;  
may the beloved companion face you and have mercy on you;  
may the eternal Spirit’s countenance be turned to you and give you peace;  
may the Three in One bless you. Amen. 

Sending Hymn                                              “O Day Full of Grace”     #627 
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Dismissal 

 A.   Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 
Thanks be to God. 

Postlude  

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003587 
Hymns reprinted with permission under One License #A-710309 

GOSPEL MESSAGE 

Periodically a case of art forgery makes the news. Someone has created or tried to sell pieces of art 
that are purportedly the work of a well-known or an up-and-coming ar@st. The untrained viewer may 
see beauty in the piece and see the signature on the work and believe it to belong to the ar@st who is 
named. 
These forgeries may also appear legi@mate to an expert at first glance, but their training calls them to 
look more deeply at the work. They will examine methods, look for inconsistencies, and use various 
tools to assess the work’s authen@city. 
The disciples experience Jesus to be an unbelievably authen@c teacher, healer, and miracle worker, but 
Jesus has made some bold claims about himself. They have just heard him say, “I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life” (John 14:6). They have ques@ons. It is Philip who asks Jesus to show them the 
Father. Thomas has already asked how they can know the way to where Jesus is going. 
In response to these ques@ons, Jesus points them to his unity with the Father, but more so to his 
works. Just as the art expert looks deeply into the work on canvas, Jesus invites the disciples to go 
beyond his words and examine his works. He is training them to be experts at spo6ng God’s grace 
opera@ng all around them. They will have the Holy Spirit to assist along the way, but the world will 
neither see nor know the Spirit. 
In worship we gather around the waters of bap@sm, we hear God’s word, and we share in the bread 
and wine. These experiences are part of our training to be experts of grace. At the end of worship, we 
are sent out with the power of the Holy Spirit to look for grace at work, to share our good works, and 
to glorify our Father in heaven. 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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