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Hello Beloveds!
The Triennial ELCA Churchwide Assembly was held in August. Voting members and visitors gathered 
together to do the work of the ELCA. Below, you will find some of the highlights of what happened.
35TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ELCA OBSERVED - In April 1987, the ELCA constitution was adopted in 
Columbus. The ELCA was formed from a merger of three Lutheran churches (ALC, AELC, and LCA).
VICE PRESIDENT ELECTED - Imran Siddiqui of Atlanta, was elected to a six-year term as vice president of 
the ELCA, the highest position a lay person can hold.
COMMISSION FOR A RENEWED LUTHERAN CHURCH - The Assembly voted to study church structure and 
make recommendations to the 2025 Churchwide Assembly for amendments and changes. In summary: 
The Church Council will assemble the Commission for a Renewed Lutheran Church, which will review 
the ELCA constitution and propose changes. The commission will report back to the next Church Wide 
Assembly in 2025. Based upon their recommendations, the 2025 Assembly will make a decision about a 
reconstituting convention.
ADVANCE SALARY EQUITY - Called on Church Council to consider commissioning a study of pay gaps 
among ELCA rostered ministers and to update compensation-related questions in the Rostered Minister 
Profile
SEPARATION AGREEMENTS - Affirmed a churchwide commitment to limit the use of nondisclosure 
provisions and to urge other expressions and partners to do the same
ROE V. WADE - Encouraged support and prayer for people affected by the overturning of Roe v. Wade; 
called for conversation on the church’s teaching on abortion and related topics; and synodical reviews 
of the impacts that overturning Roe v. Wade and other related local rulings may have on pastoral 
counseling/pastor-client relationship.
SPECIALIZED MINISTRIES/ON LEAVE FROM CALL STATUS - Directed the Church Council to establish a 
process for examining policies, procedures and constitutional provisions related to specialized ministry 
calls and on-leave from call status, as well as protocols for removal from rosters and communication on 
such actions.
GREENHOUSE GAS REDUCTION - Committed churchwide to their part in a 50% reduction in 2005 U.S. 
levels of greenhouse gas pollution by 2030 and achieving net-zero emissions by 2050. (cont. on page 4)



Fabric Kit Donations

WELCA is collecting for Lutheran World Relief 
Fabric Kits during the months of September 

and October. Each fabric kit includes: 
Two pieces of cotton or cotton-blend fabric (no 
knits or 100% polyester); fabric should have no 
stains or holes and be cut into pieces measuring: 
• 2 1/4 yards of 60” wide fabric, or
• 3 yards of 44” wide fabric, or
• 4 yards of 36” wide fabric
Two spools of matching general purpose thread, 
250-300 yards each. 

Your donations of items from the list are 
welcome, as well as money with which to 
purchase items. Leave items in the credenza in 
the main hallway. 

Church Musician Potluck

All musicians are invited to a potluck dinner at 
church on Wednesday, September 7 at 6:00 

p.m. Bring a dish to share, your beverage, and 
your spouse, your family, friend, or prospective 
choir member! All ages are welcome to attend. 
Hot sandwiches will be provided. Dan Fee will lead 
after dinner entertainment. Sign up on the hall 
bulletin board or contact Janet Radke at music@
oursavioursfdl.org or 920-979-3416.

Choir Rehearsals

Regular rehearsals for adult choir and handbell 
choir will begin Wednesday, September 21. 

Bells meet at 5:45 p.m. and adult choir at 6:45 
p.m. Who will you invite to give us a try?!  New 
members are always welcome! Sign up on the 
hall bulletin board. We could especially use more 
sopranos and altos.

Quintet Concert

The Leggiero Woodwind Quintet and Resolute 
Brass Quintet will present a joint concert here 

on Saturday, October 8 at 7:00 p.m. Mark your 
calendars and watch for more information!

New Hymnal

All Creation Sings is a new hymnal supplement 
to the cranberry Evangelical Lutheran Worship 

hymnal. It contains 2 new liturgies, a Service of 
Word and Prayer, 75 new prayers and liturgical 
forms, and about 200 new hymns and songs. We 
are not planning to purchase this hymnal since 
we have a license which gives us permission to 
print the hymns and liturgies in the bulletin for our 
use.  You may have noticed that we have already 
sung a few hymns from this new resource, and 
we are learning the new liturgy of setting 11.  This 
setting is bilingual – English and Spanish.  Some of 
the origins are Peru, Honduras, and Puerto Rico. 
As the hymnal title suggests, we lift our voices in 
praise to God for all that he has created.

WELCA Board of Directors will meet on Zoom on 
Monday, September 12 at 1:45 p.m.
Tabitha Circle will meet on Tuesday, September 
20, 1:00 p.m. on Zoom.
Lydia Circle will meet on Tuesday, September 27, 
1:30 p.m. in the parlor. 

Solutions Center
 “Item of the Month”

The Solutions Center’s September  item is trash 
bags (all sizes).  Donations may be left in the 

hallway credenza. 

Rally Sunday 
for All Ages

Sunday, Sept. 11
Join us at 9:15 a.m.  

for a Great Church 
Adventure for all. 

The adventure ends in Stecker Hall with snacks.
Also, join us for worship at 8 or 10:30 a.m.

 Sunday School
will begin on Sunday, Sept. 18 at 9:15 am. 

Forum
starting Sunday, Sept. 18, we will gather in the 

parlor to have conversations about values, 
especially the values of COOS.



FINANCIAL REPORT - YR TO DATE (7/31/22)
General Fund Income *          $144,746
General Fund Expenses:    $ 148,103
Loan Principal Payments:    $   11,473
Total Gen. Fund Expenditures: $159,576
Net Gain/Loss, YTD:          ($14,840)
Addl. Qtrly. Principal Payments:   $1,910**

MIF Loan Balance  as of 7/31/22: $181,383
**gifts designated for debt reduction are sent 
to MIF at the end of each calendar quarter. 

*General Fund Income to date in 2021: $119,835
General Fund Income increase this yr: $24,911

(Note: 2022 increase is about 63%
of what is needed to meet budget.)

A NOTE ABOUT OUR FINANCIAL SITUATION:

On Sunday, Aug. 28, the Church Council held 
a special meeting to discuss our growing 

budget deficit and how we can remedy it, both 
short and long-term. 

A motion was passed unanimously, to 
transfer the $10,000 surplus from the special 
projects fund back into the general fund (from 
which it originally came) to help with our gen-
eral fund expenses in the coming months. 

Ideas on how to reduce expenses and 
increase revenue were shared; dialogue will 
continue at the September Council meeting. If 
you have any ideas, suggestions, or questions, 
contact any member of the Church Council. 

Please call the church office (920-922-0020) 
or Jill Bjornstad (920-922-1556) if you or 

someone you know is in need of prayers.  You 
can request them to be in the Prayers of the 
Church,  the Prayer Chain or both.

New Monday Book Study - 
all are welcome!

Mondays • Noon – 1:30 p.m. on Zoom 

The Monday noon book study group is 
beginning a new book for their fall “read:”  

Enough About Me: The Unexpected Power 
of Selflessness by Richard Lui. This book was 
referenced by Pastor Jerry Groth in some of his 
sermons while he was our supply pastor. 

When his father was diagnosed with 
Alzheimer’s disease, Richard Lui did something 
tough. The award-winning news anchor decided 
to set aside his growing career to care for family. 
Selflessness, however, did not come easily. So, 
Richard set out to explore why he struggled.

In every decision, big and small, Lui discovered 
hidden opportunities to put others ahead of 
himself. Lui shares how small choices toward 
selflessness are not a compromise, but a way to a 
more satisfying life. 

The book is available as a download or in hard 
cover on Amazon ($8). If you would like to have a 
copy ordered for you, contact Mary Arthur, 920-
579-1535, maryarthur@charter.net.  We are very 
informal, and newcomers are welcome! 

Snacks for Fellowship Hour

Everyone enjoys some goodies during the 9:15 
Sunday Fellowship Hour!  Please sign up on the 

bulletin board if you would like to provide some 
sort of snack – could be cookies, bars, donuts, 
banana bread, etc. 

Help Needed!
On Tuesday, September 6 at 9 a.m. we will be 
assembling layettes for Lutheran World Relief in 
Stecker Hall. We have many items to sort before 
we can begin assembling the layettes. Bring a 
lunch; beverage will be provided. 

On Monday evening, Sept. 12 at 6:30 p.m. we 
will assemble and pack school kits for Lutheran 
World Relief in Stecker Hall. There are various 
tasks involved including some that can be done 
while seated.  Desserts and beverages will be 
provided. A sign-up sheet will be posted on the 
bulletin board. 

Come and see for yourself how your gifts and 
financial support will reach out to those in need 
throughout our world! Although LWR kits have 
traditionally been  a WELCA project, we welcome 
EVERYONE who is willing to help out! 

We would like  to turn these into fellowship/
service events for all ages!!  



DIVERSITY, EQUITY, INCLUSION, ACCESSIBILITY 
(DEIA) - Authorized the Church Council to 
determine parameters, expenses and revenue 
sources to provide for an external audit of the 
“Constitution, Bylaws, and Continuing Resolutions 
of the ELCA” that examines DEIA in the church’s 
governing documents.
PUBLIC APOLOGY TO IGLESIA LUTERANA SANTA 
MARIA PEREGRINA - Presiding Bishop Elizabeth 
Eaton offered a public apology to Iglesia Luterana 
Santa María Peregrina and a made a public 
commitment to be an anti-racist church
ASSEMBLY HONORS INDIGENOUS PEOPLE - The 
Assembly honored and celebrated Indigenous 
people through presentations and worship 
during the weeklong event. Heard the first 
in-person pronouncement of “A Declaration of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America to 
American Indian and Alaska Native People” and 
an update on the work of the Repudiation of the 
Doctrine of Discovery Task Force.
Please contact me if you have any questions about 
any of these items.
Blessings+

Youth Corner   
Confirmation

Sept 18, 2 pm - 3 pm - Confirmation starts with an 
Ice Cream social at Christ Our Savior in Oshkosh. 
Confirmation will be doing things in conjunction 
with other congregations in the Oshkosh 
Conference. Parents, please plan to attend with 
your confirmation student as we will be discussing 
what this shared ministry will look like. Contact 
Pastor if you would like to coordinate carpooling 
to Oshkosh.
Sept. 30, 6 pm – Oct. 1,  4 pm: Confirmation 
Retreat- St. Andrew Lutheran in Oshkosh. The first 
learning event of the year will be a lock-in style 
retreat at St. Andrew, Oshkosh. Dinner, breakfast, 
and lunch will be included in the retreat. Please 
let Pastor Crystal know by Sept. 25 if you are able 
to be there. We can work to carpool from COOS.

Youth Group
Youth Group (those in 6th-12th grade) will 
meet for Bible study, games, a chance to talk, 
and occasionally do service projects on select 
Wednesday evenings from 6:30 pm-8 pm. In 
September we will meet on Sept. 14 and 21. 
Please contact Pastor Crystal with any questions!

Thank you!!
Thank you to all who 
helped with the food 
concessions at Buttermilk 
Park on Aug. 24. We 
had plenty of pies and 
desserts that everyone 
enjoyed. Thank you 
to all who worked the 
booth and to those who 
stopped by for some 
good food to support our 
youth. We were able to 
raise just under $800. 

continued from page 1 ...


