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We prepare our hearts and minds to center in God’s presence. 

Prelude   

Please fill out the red friendship pad located in your pew. We ask that everyone, both members and 
visitors alike, write their contact informa>on, including address, in the spaces provided. Please pass to 
the next person in your row. ABer all have signed, return the pad back to the other end, no>ng the 
names of others in your pew.  

Bell Toll   

Welcome  

Stand 

Easter Gree3ng 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

Thanksgiving for Bap3sm 

In the waters of bapFsm, we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ, and we are 
a new creaFon. For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God, who was, who is, 
and who is to come. 

We thank you, God, for your river of life, flowing freely from your throne: through the earth, 
through the city, through every living thing. You rescued Noah and his family from the flood; 
You opened wide the sea for the Israelites. Now in these waters you flood us with mercy, 
and our sin is drowned forever. You open the gate of righteousness and we pass safely 

2 



through. In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters. You nourish us and enclose us in 
safety. You call us forth and send us out. In lush and barren places, you are with us. You have 
become our salvaFon. Now breathe upon this water and awaken your church once more. 
Claim us again as your beloved and holy people. Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe 
away every tear. To you, our Beginning and our End, our Shepherd and Lamb, be honor, glory, 
praise, and thanksgiving, now and forever. Amen. 

Gathering Hymn              “Son of God, Eternal Savior”     #655 
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Gree3ng 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  And also with you.  

Kyrie                  Page 184 
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Hymn of Praise                Page 187 

 

6 



 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 
O God, form the minds of your faithful people into your one will. Make us love what you 
command and desire what you promise, that, amid all the changes of this world, our hearts 
may be fixed where true joy is found, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Sit 

First Reading: Acts 16:16-34 

Those who had enslaved a girl and used her powers to tell fortunes threw Paul and Silas into 
jail for ordering the spirit to come out of her and consequently ruining their business. In prison, 
Paul and Silas bring the good news of the gospel to the jailer and his family. 

16One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave-girl who had a spirit of 
divinaFon and brought her owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling. 17While she 
followed Paul and us, she would cry out, “These men are slaves of the Most High God, who 
proclaim to you a way of salvaFon.” 18She kept doing this for many days. But Paul, very much 
annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of 
her.” And it came out that very hour. 
 19But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul  
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and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before the authoriFes. 20When they had 
brought them before the magistrates, they said, “These men are disturbing our city; they are 
Jews 21and are advocaFng customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to adopt or 
observe.” 22The crowd joined in aeacking them, and the magistrates had them stripped of 
their clothing and ordered them to be beaten with rods. 23Afer they had given them a severe 
flogging, they threw them into prison and ordered the jailer to keep them securely. 24Following 
these instrucFons, he put them in the innermost cell and fastened their feet in the stocks. 
 25About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners 
were listening to them. 26Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that the foundaFons of 
the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains 
were unfastened. 27When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide open, he drew his 
sword and was about to kill himself, since he supposed that the prisoners had escaped. 28But 
Paul shouted in a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.” 29The jailer called for 
lights, and rushing in, he fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. 30Then he brought them 
outside and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 31They answered, “Believe on the Lord 
Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.” 32They spoke the word of the Lord to 
him and to all who were in his house. 33At the same hour of the night he took them and 
washed their wounds; then he and his enFre family were bapFzed without delay. 34He brought 
them up into the house and set food before them; and he and his enFre household rejoiced 
that he had become a believer in God. 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 97               Tone 4, Page 337 

 
    1The LORD reigns; let the | earth rejoice; 
  let the mulFtude of the | isles be glad. 
 2Clouds and darkness sur- | round the LORD, 
  righteousness and jus3ce are the founda3ons | of God’s throne. 
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 3Fire goes be- | fore the LORD, 
  burning up enemies on | every side. 
 4Lightnings light | up the world; 
  the earth | sees and trembles. 
 5The mountains | melt like wax 
  before the Lord of | all the earth. 
 6The heavens declare your righteous- | ness, O LORD, 
  and all the peoples | see your glory.  
 7Confounded be all who worship carved images and delight | in false gods! 
  Bow down before the LORD, | all you gods. 
 8Zion hears and is glad, and the ci3es of Ju- | dah rejoice, 
  because of your judg- | ments, O LORD. 
 9For you are the LORD, most high over | all the earth; 
  you are exalted far a- | bove all gods. 
 10You who love the | LORD, hate evil! 
  God guards the lives of the saints and rescues them from the hand | of the wicked. 
 11Light dawns | for the righteous, 
  and joy for the hon- | est of heart. 
 12Rejoice in the | LORD, you righteous, 
  and give thanks to God’s | holy name.  

Second Reading: Revela3on 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21 

The ascended Christ, hidden from our sight, promises to come again. We eagerly pray, “Come, 
Lord Jesus,” with all who respond to this invita>on. 

12“See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay according to everyone’s work. 13I am 
the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.” 
 
 14Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they will have the right to the tree of life 
and may enter the city by the gates. 
 16“It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this tesFmony for the churches. I am the root 
and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.” 
 17The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” 
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And let everyone who hears say, “Come.” 
 And let everyone who is thirsty come. 
 Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gif. 
 20The one who tesFfies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” 
  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 
 21The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

Gospel Acclama3on                Page 188 

 
Gospel: John 17:20-26 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus prays that the life of his followers will be characterized by an in>mate unity of iden>ty 
with God. To be so iden>fied with God means also to share in God’s mission: to proclaim the 
word that will bring others into this same unity. 
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Jesus prayed: 20“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe 
in me through their word, 21that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, 
may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22The glory that 
you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, 23I in them and 
you in me, that they may become completely one, so that the world may know that you have 
sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 24Father, I desire that those also, 
whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given 
me because you loved me before the foundaFon of the world. 
 25“Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and these know that you 
have sent me. 26I made your name known to them, and I will make it known, so that the love 
with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

Sermon              Pastor Crystal Lee 

Stand 

Hymn of the Day  “In Christ There Is No East or West”      #650 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begoaen of the Father, 
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God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begoaen, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salva3on 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pon3us Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one bap3sm for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrec3on of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

HEALING SERVICE   

Introduc3on 

Our Lord Jesus healed many as a sign of the reign of God come near and sent the disciples to 
conFnue this work of healing—with prayer, the laying on of hands, and anoinFng. In the name 
of Christ, the great healer and reconciler of the world, we now entrust to God all who are in 
need of healing.  
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Prayers of Intercession 

A.   Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and especially for all who are 
suffering or are in any afflicFon. 

A brief silence. 

Merciful God, you sent your Son to be our peace. Help all those who suffer any pain or grief, 
hopelessness or anxiety. In your great mercy, hear us, O God. 

Mighty God, mercifully grant strength to the weak and comfort to those who suffer, that their 
sickness and pain may be turned into health. In your great mercy, hear us, O God. 

God of peace and reconciliaFon, bring an end to the sickness of the world, especially violence, 
terrorism, war, and their causes. In your great mercy, hear us, O God. 

Holy God, Holy One, your Son prayed that your people may be one. May the gif of bapFsm be 
a power for healing the church’s brokenness and bless all efforts for renewal and ChrisFan 
unity. In your great mercy, hear us, O God. 

Loving God, mend broken relaFonships and bring peace to our families, our congregaFon, this 
community, and the world. In your great mercy, hear us, O God. 

God our refuge, we pray for all who suffer from gun violence. With your mercy, bind up their 
wounds, restore their bodies, and heal their hearts. Comfort the mourners and embrace the 
lonely. With your might, empower us to change this broken world. In your great mercy, hear 
us, O God. 

Eternal God, we lif to you all who are on our prayer list and those whom we name now. (Here 
other intercessions may be offered).  In your great mercy, hear us, O God.  

O God, we bring these intercessions before you, knowing that you will hear us as you have 
promised, and will answer according to the mercy shown in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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Sit 

Laying On of Hands 

Beloved of God, I invite you to come and receive a sign of healing and wholeness in the name 
of the triune God. At this Fme, I invite those who wish to receive laying on of hands to come 
forward to the kneeler. Afer all who wish to receive individual laying on of hands, a blessing 
and prayer will be offered to all.  

In the name of our Savior Jesus Christ, be strengthened and filled with God’s grace, 
that you may know the healing power of the Spirit. Amen. 

ABer all have returned to their places, the assembly stands. 

In remembrance of your bapFsm, I now invite you to make the sign of the cross on your 
forehead: 
  
Child of God, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever. 

Let us pray. 
Living God, through the laying on of hands, grant comfort in suffering to all who are in need of 
healing. When they are afraid, give them courage; when afflicted, give them paFence; when 
dejected, give them hope; and when alone, assure them of the support of your holy people. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Blessing 

Almighty God, who is a strong tower to all, to whom all things in heaven and on earth bow 
and obey, be now and evermore your sure defense, and help you to know that the name given 
to us for health and salvaFon is the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Sharing of the Peace   

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
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Please share a non-contact gree>ng with each other. Sugges>ons are to wave, nod, smile, 
elbow bump or share the peace sign. 

Sit 

Offering/Special Music     ”Let the Whole CreaFon Cry Alleluia”      Joanne B. LeDoux 
            ChisFne Carew and Janet Radke, vocal duet 

Stand 

Offertory Hymn           “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”    #885 
       Sing as giBs are brought forward. 

 

Offering Prayer 

A.     Living God, you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in your peaceable reign, 
and you welcome us all at your table. Reach out to us through this meal, and show us your 
wounded and risen body, that we may be nourished and believe in Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 
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The Great Thanksgiving               Page 190 

 
Preface 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all Fmes and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrecFon opened to us the way of everlasFng life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, Holy                 Page 190 

 
Words of Ins3tu3on 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, afer supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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The Lord’s Prayer     

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

     on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;         
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into tempta3on, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

Sit 

Holy Communion 

All are welcome at the Lord’s Table, guests and members alike. Jesus’ body and blood are given 
in the Eucharis>c meal for the forgiveness of sins. The Lord invites you, and the decision to 
receive Holy Communion belongs to you. Children are welcome to come forward and receive a 
blessing. Both sides of pews may come forward.  The pastor will be in the middle and will give 
you a wafer to consume. Then proceed to the assis>ng minister or communion assistant that is 
on your side of pews. Take a small cup of wine or grape juice from the silver try to drink. Grape 
juice is in the center. Gluten-free wafers are also available upon request. Baskets are provided 
for disposal of plas>c cups.  If you would like to bring communion to someone, disposable 
communion kits are available upon request. 

Invita3on to Communion 

The risen Christ dwells with us here. All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come. 

19 



Lamb of God              Page 191 

 
Communion Hymn   “All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly”    #461 
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Please stand aBer all have returned to their place. 

Blessing 

May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 
His grace unto EverlasFng Life.  Amen. 

Prayer afer Communion 

A.   We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup we have tasted the new 
heaven and earth where hunger and thirst are no more. Send us from this table as witnesses 
to the resurrecFon, that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Sending Prayer for Communion to Sick and Homebound  

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed 
Elijah with heavenly bread, assist us in this ministry on which we are sent forth. In your love 
and care, nourish and strengthen those to whom we bring this sacrament, that through the 
body and blood of your Son we all may know the comfort of your abiding presence. Amen. 

Blessing 

May the Creator bless you and keep you;  
may the beloved companion face you and have mercy on you;  
may the eternal Spirit’s countenance be turned to you and give you peace;  
may the Three in One bless you. Amen. 

Sending Hymn       “Crown Him with Many Crowns”                 #855 

22 



 

23 



Dismissal 

 A.   Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 
Thanks be to God. 

Postlude  

Augsburg Fortress Liturgy License #SAS003587                                                               
Hymns reprinted with permission under One License #A-710309 

GOSPEL MESSAGE 

It can be difficult to have a benevolent view of humanity. News and social media feed us a steady diet 
of the wrongdoings of the world. Whether it be mass violence, corporate malfeasance, individual acts 
of hatred or hurt, or the horrible things we believe the other side is doing, we have no shortage of 
evidence of the brokenness of human beings. 

We might even find biblical support for this low view of people as a whole. We can look back to the 
creaFon story in Genesis and God calling all that is created “good,” only to move to the eaFng of the 
fruit and the failure of those first two people in their obedience. We can then travel through the whole 
scriptural narraFve and find that it is filled with all the same terrible things we see in our present day. 

As Lutherans, we say of ourselves that we are both saint and sinner, but the volume of negaFve 
informaFon we encounter about human experience can make it seem that sinfulness and brokenness 
are our only reality. SomeFmes we need a reminder of our goodness and the power of even a liele bit 
of God’s grace to work transformaFon in and among us. 

Today’s gospel passage is one of those blessed reminders. As Jesus prays for his disciples, he notes that 
others will believe because of their word. He prays for their unity and belief, and that they may know 
the glory they have been given and the love God has for them. These are tremendous gifs of grace. 

Our Easter proclamaFon demonstrates the power of their word. We are the heirs of their witness, 
unity, belief, and glory. Though there may be plenty of evidence that says otherwise, we are the 
glorious beloved through whom God is working to bring goodness and mercy into people’s lives today. 
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