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Sunday, May 9, 2021
8:00 and 10:30 a.m.
ELW Liturgy Setting 3

We prepare our hearts and minds to center in God’s presence.

Prelude
Bell Toll
Welcome
Stand

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Confession and Forgiveness

In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.



Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by
his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the
name of the Father, and of the *F Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Gathering Hymn “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” #631
Congregation may gently sing hymns and liturgy while wearing masks.
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Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788
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Greeting

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Kyrie
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Hymn of Praise
Refrain
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Refrain
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Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour
into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your
promises, which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Sit
First Reading: Acts 10:44-48

(While Peter shares the good news of Jesus with a Gentile soldier and his family, the Holy
Spirit comes upon them. Recognizing that the Spirit works inclusively in the lives of both
Jews and Gentiles, Peter commands that these Gentiles also be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ).

44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45The
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy
Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 4¢for they heard them speaking in
tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone withhold the water for
baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 4850 he
ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay
for several days.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 98 Tone 7, page 337
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress,
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.
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1Sing a new song to the LoRD, who has done | marvelous things,
whose right hand and holy arm have | won the victory.
20 LoRD, you have made | known your victory,
you have revealed your righteousness in the sight | of the nations.
3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the | house of Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory | of our God.
4Shout with joy to the Lorp, | all you lands;
lift up your voice, re- | joice, and sing.
5Sing to the LORD| with the harp,
with the harp and the | voice of song.
6With trumpets and the sound | of the horn
shout with joy before the | king, the LoRp.
7Let the sea roar, and | all that fills it,
the world and those who | dwell therein.
8Let the rivers | clap their hands,
and let the hills ring out with joy before the LorD, who comes to | judge the
earth.
9The Lorp will judge the | world with righteousness
and the peo- | ples with equity.

Second Reading: 1 John 5:1-6
(God'’s children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and love God by keeping God'’s

commandments. Thus the world is conquered not through military might but through
love and faith).

1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who
loves the parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the children of God,
when we love God and obey his commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that we
obey his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, 4for whatever is
born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our
faith. SWho is it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son
of God?

6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only
but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is
the truth.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Stand

Gospel Acclamation Page 142
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Gospel: John 15:9-17
Glory to you, O Lord.

(On the night of his arrest, Jesus delivers a final testimony to his disciples to help them in
the days ahead. Here, he repeats the most important of all his commands, that they love
one another).

[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so | have loved you; abide in my love. 10If you
keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as | have kept my Father’s
commandments and abide in his love. 11| have said these things to you so that my joy
may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.

12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as | have loved you. 13No one
has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 4You are my friends if
you do what | command you. 15 do not call you servants any longer, because the servant
does not know what the master is doing; but | have called you friends, because | have
made known to you everything that | have heard from my Father. 6You did not choose
me but | chose you. And | appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that
the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 17l am giving you these
commands so that you may love one another.”



The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Sit
Sermon Pastor Bruce Falksen
Stand
Hymn of the Day “My God, How Wonderful Thou Art” #863
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Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814-1863

Music: DUNDEE, Psalter, Edinburgh, 1615
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Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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The Prayers

A. Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before
God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.

A brief silence.

Loving God, you call us to be your fruit-bearing church. Strengthen the bonds among all
Christian churches. Today we pray for the Moravian Church, giving thanks for the life and
witness of Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, renewer of the church and hymnwriter. Hear
us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Creating God, the earth praises you. The seas roar and the hills sing for joy. Fill the earth
with your love so that by their song, all creatures of land and sea and sky, burrowing and
soaring, may call us to join with them in praise. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Faithful Savior, you conquer the world not with weapons but with undying love. Plant
your word in the hearts of the nations’ leaders and give them your Spirit, so that the
peoples of the world may live in peace. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Caring Healer, you forget no one and accompany the lonely. Be present with those who
are sick or suffering. We especially pray for healing and comfort for those on the prayer
list. (Here other intercessions may be offered). Provide for those needing homes or
medical care and point us towards life-changing responses to these needs in our own
communities. Be with the dying. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Gracious God, as a mother comforts her child, you comfort us. Bless mothers and
mothering people in our lives. Comfort those who miss their mothers, mothers who
grieve, those who grieve because they cannot be mothers, and those who have never
known a loving mother. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of Wisdom, instill in members of the call committee your wisdom and patience as

they minister to this congregation. We seek your blessing on Church of Our Saviour as
we determine the next shepherd of the flock. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
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Gentle Redeemer, all who die in you abide in your presence forever. We remember with
thanksgiving those who shared your love throughout their lives. Keep us united with
them in your lasting love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-
ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sit
Musical Offering

8:00 “Blow Ye the Trumpet” Henry Purcell
Libby Reinbold, soprano and Dan Fee, tenor

10:30 “Jesus Loves Me” William Bradbury
“This Is the Day” Cindy Berry
“I'm So Very Special”
Sunday School Children

Offerings may be put in the offering plate on the usher
table before or after the worship service.

Stand
The Great Thanksgiving Page 144
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Preface
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Holy, Holy Page 144
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Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Sit
Lamb of God Page 146
n P It
B’ A I I 1 | E——| I :
£ l; I 1 IR I —— Y 1
Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have
0 T — M i
s e — ra— B e e S A e
5 k3 S — —— - ’
D » e e
mer-cy  on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the

n w pot
o & : I i i
o — g e
CESS =
world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a - way the
0 —
B A I Sy H | 3 I H
V4% b I I I { { | { ‘I (}
Ry —eo—o— e R—| . &
J Gi -\ ""W"‘
sin  of the world; grant us peace.

16



Holy Communion

All are welcome at the Lord’s Table, guests and members alike. Jesus’ body and blood are
given in the Eucharistic meal for the forgiveness of sins. The Lord invites you, and the
decision to receive Holy Communion belongs to you. The pulpit side will be served first,
then the font side. You will be served with a communion kit which includes a wafer and
grape juice. Please wait to open it until you are in your car or at home. Gluten-free
wafers are available upon request.

Invitation to Communion

The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied.

Please stand after all have returned to their place.

Blessing

May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in His grace unto Everlasting Life. Amen.

Prayer after Communion

A. Wellspring of joy,

through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts.
Satisfy the hunger still around us,

and send us as joyful witnesses,

that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Recognition of Volunteers

(All remain standing to be recognized and blessed since all share in the ministries of the
church).

Dear friends: United with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the
gift of the Holy Spirit, we are joined in God’s mission for the life of the world. We are
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called to that mission in our daily lives and in the ministries we share as the church of
God. Today it is our privilege to give thanks for all who volunteer in any way within this
congregation.

For those who lead and those who follow; for officers, councils and committees:
We give you thanks, O Lord.

For ushers and greeters, for assisting ministers and lectors, for acolytes, tech support
and servers, for musicians and choirs:
We give you thanks, O Lord.

For teachers and preachers, for those who visit and for those who call:
We give you thanks, O Lord.

For cleaners and dusters, for maintainers and fixers, for those who cook and those who
eat:
We give you thanks, O Lord.

For administrators and helpers, for counters and record keepers, for bulletin folders and
envelope stuffers:
We give you thanks, O Lord.

For those who give and those who pray, for those who plan and those who guide; for
those with wisdom and those with inspiration:
We give you thanks, O Lord.

For youth workers and youth, for parents and grandparents, for loving sisters and
brothers in Christ:
We give you thanks, O Lord.

For our past and for our future, for the many ways that we embody Christ for the needy

in the world, for mission and ministry and for a purpose for being the Church:
We give you thanks, O Lord.
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Almighty God, your Holy Spirit equips the church with a rich variety of gifts. We give
thanks for all the ways these gifts have been shown forth among us through your
servants. We praise you for shared joys and accomplishments, and we commend our
work to you. Bless those who serve in this house and beyond these doors. Grant that we
may continue to bear witness to Christ in lives that are built on faith and love; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

As you leave today, you will all receive a small token of appreciation.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

In the name of the Father, and of the +Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Sending Hymn “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” #836

19



)

Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee
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Melt the clouds of sin  and sad - ness, drive the gloom of doubt a - way.
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, flow-ry mead-ow, flash-ing sea,
Thou our Fa - ther, Christ our broth-er, all who live in Jove are thine;
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Giv - er of im - mor-tal glad-npess, fill us with the light of day.
chant-ing bird, and flow-ing foun-tain call uws to re - joice in thee.
teach us how to Jove each oth - er, Ift us to the joy di-vine!
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Text: Heary van Dyke, 18521922
Music: HYMN TO JOY, Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770-1827, adapt.
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Dismissal

A. Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Postlude

Augsburg Fortress Liturgy License #SAS003587
Hymns reprinted with permission under One License #A-710309
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May 9, 2021
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Eternal, Unconditional, and Unchanging

To abide is to put down roots: to dwell in the same location and with the same people
for the long term. Unlike in Jesus’ time, today few of us live in the same place in which
we were born. Families are routinely scattered across the country and around the world.
Yet Jesus invites us, “Abide in my love” (John 15:9). While so much else in our lives
seems impermanent, Jesus’ love is eternal, unconditional, and unchanging.

In today’s gospel, Jesus is on his way to the cross. Pressed for time and filled with
urgency, he can convey only the most important message. Of all the subjects he has
explored during his ministry, he chooses to emphasize that which matters most: his own
love. Jesus knows that love is eternal, that it transcends death and the grave. He knows
that love is essential, that it must be at the core of our being. He knows that love is the
embodiment of all his teachings, healings, and ministry.

Jesus knows that Judas has already betrayed him. He knows that shortly, Peter will deny
him. In preaching love, he shows us that the sort of love he has for each of us is stronger
than our own very human shortcomings—and that his love for us, and for his disciples, is
forever. As followers of Jesus, we are charged with loving one another with the
unconditional, eternal love that he has for us. In a world of change, such a responsibility
is challenging, yet living out that challenge is what gives our lives purpose.

The secret to love is that it puts others first. Love is the only emotion that can defeat our
instinctive self-centeredness. In charging us to love one another, Jesus issues an
invitation to be awake and aware, to see others as beloved children of God, and to
reflect divine love back onto everyone we encounter. In this way, Jesus lives in each of
us.

From sundaysandseasons.com.
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