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Greetings to all the women who are--or may become-- members of this congregation! Please be reminded that as a member of the congregation, each of you also automatically becomes a member of WELCA - Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

We invite and encourage you to attend our Lydia Circle study group. You will also find many other opportunities to show your commitment to serve your church and your Lord.

Women of the E.L.C.A:
~serve on the congregation council or as its president 
~ are members of every major committee; 
~serve as ushers, lectors, communion assistants, and assisting ministers. 
~are members of the choir (singing or accompanying), handbells.
~volunteer with community food programs
~are  members of  the Prayer Chain.
~ facilitate the congregation’s Caring and Sharing with Riverside Kids program.
~ serve on Education Ministry.
~ other opportunities include:
	Christmas gift delivery 
	Shut-in visitation
	Altar flower set-up
	Christmas tree trimming

Women of the E.L.C.A. also lead and participate in Bible studies, do quilting at church or home, assemble personal care kits, school kits, baby care kits, and fabric kits for Lutheran World Relief and for local needs, and we make coffee. (What Lutheran church has ever operated without coffee?) Others serve by supporting WELCA with their financial gifts and sincere prayers for our work in God's glorious kingdom.

We invite and encourage you to participate in at least one, -- preferably several-- of these opportunities so that you, too, may know the joy of working with your church family, and of serving the Lord.

WE ARE PROUD TO BE WOMEN OF THE
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA
(In fact, we enjoy it!  Come!  Enjoy it with us!)



Mission Statement:

As a community of women
created in the image of God,
called to discipleship in Jesus Christ,
and empowered by the Holy Spirit.
We commit ourselves to
grow in faith,
affirm our gifts,
support one another in our callings,
engage in ministry and action, and
promote healing and wholeness
in the church, the society,
and the world.
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Our logo—with the cross, water and a white lily—identifies women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America as children of God; baptized, forgiven, adopted into God’s family, full of grace and hope in eternal life.  It is a reminder of the growth, beauty, and vitality that rises out of that life-giving baptismal water.  It is also a reminder of the mission of the church to “Go, therefore, make disciples of all nations; baptize them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19).



GOALS FOR 2026-2027

-Welcoming our women to participate in all church events especially Women of the ELCA
-Increase emphasis on group studies
-Increase our active membership 
-Support Katie’s Fund of WELCA

Terms or abbreviations:
· CWO - Church-wide Women's Organization
· Conferences, Clusters, and Coalitions - terms given to groupings established by E.L.C.A. Synods
· Region - a geographic territory which includes several synods.  Region V Synod 1 - East-Central, Wisconsin
· SWO - Synodical Women's Organization
· Women of the E.L.C.A. - the shortened form of Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Definitions:
· Good Gifts:  collected to purchase items through the ELCA Good Gifts Program.
· Regular Offering:  given to support the work of the Women of the E.L.C.A. (collected at each Circle meeting).
· Thankoffering: - special gifts to the national office of the Women of the E.L.C.A. 

East Central Synod of Wisconsin (ELCA) website is www.ecsw.org. You can find out more about WELCA through this website also.



2026   WOMEN OF THE E.L.C.A. PROGRAMS    2027
All women and friends are invited to all meetings.
 
2026
Oct. 18	Women of the ELCA (WELCA) Sunday
Nov. 7	Fall Retreat at Mt. Morris Conference Center, Mt. Morris WI 
Dec. 3   6 p.m. 	Package Christmas gifts for our special members; decorate church and trim trees for Christmas; Appetizer Potluck Meal
2027           		
January 6,  6:30 p.m.	Take down Christmas decorations
March 7		Bold Women Sunday
Lenten Suppers
February 17          Women of the ELCA
February 24
March 3
March 10
March 17
March 28	9:00 a.m.-10:15 a.m. 
Easter Continental Coffee Hour
April TBA		Spring Oshkosh-Appleton Conferences
May 18		Lydia Circle lunch with Quilters, location tba
				at 12:30 p.m. 
June 10      		Ladies Night Out  
				    5:30 p.m. Cocktails
    6:00 p.m. dinner   	
    Location tba


EXECUTIVE BOARD

Second Monday of the month at 1:45 p.m. 

PRESIDENT	    	Jill Bjornstad       	920-539-9389					motherjill@att.net
SECRETARY	      	Mary Arthur       	920-579-1535    				maryarthur@charter.net  
[bookmark: _Hlk74077635]TREASURER      	Char Bohnsack  	920-602-1463   				cbohnsack470@gmail.com  

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS

GROWTH           	
 
COMMUNITY	     	Colleen Rispalje	920-204-1597     				crispalje@yahoo.com  
ACTION              
			
CIRCLE CHAIRPERSON

LYDIA			Jill Bjornstad       	920-539-9389					motherjill@att.net 

APPOINTED REPRESENTATIVES

QUILTING		Darlene Otte		920-922-4290

FUNERAL COORDINATOR	
Bonnie Bosin		920-922-1436

RIVERSIDE COORDINATORS
			Char Bohnsack		920-602-1463
			Joanne Talaska	920-517-1168


DUTIES OF OFFICERS
PRESIDENT:  Preside at all meetings of the unit.  Coordinate and counsel committees and help with their functioning, be an ex-officio member of all committees, prepare an annual report for the congregation.  She shall serve as primary contact person and communicator for women of the ELCA (CWO, SWO, Conference and Cluster). She will handle correspondence and provide names and addresses to leaders of Women of the ELCA.

SECRETARY:  She shall keep accurate records of proceedings of meetings, provide written announcements of meetings, and activities, and assume all the duties of the President, in the absence of the President.

TREASURER:  She shall receive and disburse funds of the unit, keep accurate financial records, make regular reports to the unit and unit board, provide written annual financial report to the congregation and interpret and transmit offerings to Women of the ELCA.  She shall interpret those offerings to the unit and the congregation when needed.

COMMITTEE FOR GROWTH:  To provide, through small groups and congregation-wide events and activities, a variety of learning experiences which strengthen each woman as a whole person, develop potential, and equip her for ministry.  Areas of concern: programs and bible study.
 
COMMITTEE FOR COMMUNITY:  To establish support groups and provide other occasions which enable each woman to value herself and others as created in God's image and redeemed through Christ;  and to build up and celebrate relationships which are global, diverse, and inter-dependent.  Areas of concern: Ecumenical group meetings.

COMMITTEE FOR ACTION:  To provide occasions and activities which equip and challenge women to articulate and act upon their faith as disciples of Christ in all areas of life.  Areas of concern: Lutheran World Relief, including quilting and kits, visits and funerals.

CIRCLE CHAIRPERSON:  Shall conduct the business of the circle, be a liaison between the unit board and the circle, and transmit all offerings to the unit treasurer.



LYDIA CIRCLE


MEETINGS:		Fourth Tuesday	1:30 P.M.

CHAIRPERSON:	Jill Bjornstad		920-539-9389

MEMBERS:
	Gwen Abig				414-531-9548
	Mary Arthur		    		920-579-1535
	Ramona Bennett  (Arthur)		920-517-8076
	Jill Bjornstad  (Nick)			920-539-9389
	Char Bohnsack (Bob)			920-602-1463
	Carol Desing 				972-754-5899
	Darlene Otte 				920-922-4290
	Linda Pickart (Lon)			920-XXXXXXX
	Colleen Rispalje  (Bob)		920-204-1597
	Sue Schierstedt			920-251-8027
	Charmaynne Searl (Roger)    		920-922-7099
	Joanne Talaska			920-517-1168
	
	
We ask your cooperation by calling your Circle chairperson when you are unable to attend your meetings.


RESPONSIBLE FOR - collecting, assembling and packing the fabric kits, personal care kits, school kits and baby care kits.


Lydia Circle uses “Gather” Magazine for their monthly study.



2026-2027
LYDIA CIRCLE

4th Tuesday of the Month- meeting in the parlor or on Zoom.
	September 22, 2026
		Study Guide:    Jill Bjornstad		

	October 27, 2026
		Study Guide:	Ramona Bennett
	
	November 24, 2026
		Study Guide:	Colleen Rispalje

	December 3, 2026
		Decorating, Gift Wrapping & Party, 6:00 pm

	January 26, 2027
		Study Guide: Sue Schierstedt

	February 23, 2027
		Study Guide: Joanne Talaska

	March 23, 2027
		Study Guide: 	Linda Pickart

	April 27, 2027
		Study Guide:	Char Bohnsack

	May 18, 2027
		Luncheon outing

	May 25, 2027
		Study Guide: Darlene Otte
	
	June 22, 2027
		Study Guide: Carol Desing

THE PRAYER CHAIN

God has given us a powerful "tool," prayer, to use in our daily lives and for the benefit of others.  Remember, we can pray in confidence, for Christ said:  "Whatever you ask in prayer, you will receive, if you have faith." (Matthew 21: 11 RSV)

The Prayer Chain is for all Christians believing in the power of prayer, to use and to be a part of.  Membership at Church of Our Saviour is not necessary, although this church is the originator of this Chain.  The pastor is notified of all items submitted to the Chain, and also submits concerns he/she encounters.  Many of our requests will be confidential; some, anonymous.  It is very important that we guard our tongues in what we say to others regarding our knowledge of these concerns.

The Chain operates very simply.  Requests are phoned to our Prayer Chain leaders:

	Jill Bjornstad		(cell)    920-539-9389 		Church Office		(church)  920-922-0020

Prayer requests also may be made by filling out the yellow "Prayer Request" form found in the pew racks in the sanctuary.  The concern should be passed down each list as quickly as possible.  The last person on the Chain should call Jill, so that we know the requests are not getting lost somewhere along the way.

This is a beautiful opportunity for all of us to share in God's love and concern.  It is a time to allow others the joy of helping you.  Your personal prayers are precious to the Lord.  Remember also, "If two of you agree down here on earth concerning anything you ask for, my Father in heaven will do it for you."  So we know that agreeing with one another in prayer, through the chain, is important, too.

      



QUILTERS

The Quilters meet each Tuesday from 9:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. and then have lunch together.  Anyone interested in a morning of friendship and helping others is invited to join us.  There is a job for everyone; no special skills required.
	
Many people around the world have been comforted by quilts from Lutheran World Relief.

QUILTERS:  	Carol Desing		Ramona Bennett	
		Cindy Decker 		Darlene Otte	
		Jill Bjornstad 		Joanne Talaska
	       	Char Bohnsack		Elizabeth Klahn
		Linda Pickart		
				
					
		
		LWR’s approximate cost to handle and ship one quilt overseas is $2.80.
Quilt kits are collected in the months of March and April.
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LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF

SCHOOL KITS 
Education is important for any community, especially where poverty or disaster has limited the options for young people to reach their potential. School Kits contain essential supplies to help children—and in some cases, adults—continue learning despite the hardships they face. And that learning leads to a better life for them, their families and their communities.

Include the following items in each School Kit:
· Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or college-ruled paper approximately 8" X 10½"; no loose-leaf paper
· One 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one side and inches on the other
· One pencil sharpener
· One blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel blades work well)
· Five unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secure together with a rubber band
· Five ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure together with a rubber band
· One box of 16 or 24 crayons
· One sturdy drawstring backpack-style cloth bag approximately 14" X 17" with shoulder straps (no standard backpacks) 
· One standard eraser- 2 1/2'’

Donations of one or more items and money donations are appreciated.  Make check out to WELCA and note on memo School Kits. Do not enclose the Kit or any of its contents in plastic bags. 

LWR’s approximate cost to handle and ship one school kit overseas is $2.85.

School Kits are collected in the months of July and August.


LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF

PERSONAL CARE KITS

When natural disaster strikes or political conflict flares, families often have little chance to gather their belongings before fleeing the danger. They arrive in a refugee camp or other place of safety scared, vulnerable and dirty from the travel. The simple items included in a Personal Care Kit allow them to wash away the dirt and sweat, with the fresh scent of soap and the softness of a towel as reminders of someone’s care and concern for them in their plight.
Include the following items in each Personal Care Kit:
· One bath-size towel (approximately 52" X 27"), dark color recommended
· Two bath-size bars (4 to 5 oz.) of soap, any brand, in original wrapping
· One adult-size toothbrush in its original packaging*
· One sturdy comb, remove packaging
· One metal nail clippers, remove packaging
*Toothbrush multi-packs may be used by sealing an individual toothbrush in a business envelope; no plastic bags or wrap.

Do not add other items or leave out any of the items listed. All items should be new and in good condition. Wrap all the items in the towel and tie securely with ribbons or yarn. Do not enclose the Kit or any of its contents in plastic bags.

LWR’s approximate cost to handle and ship one personal care kit overseas is $1.50.Personal Care Kits are collected in the months of January and February.[image: A close up of a logo
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LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF
BABY CARE KITS
Bringing a baby into the world can be a difficult and scary thing for a mother living in poverty. She worries about her baby’s health and well-being when there is a lack of money to buy the things every mother wants for her newborn. The items included in a Baby Care Kit provide the things a mother needs to care for her baby the way she hopes to—soft blankets to give warmth and comfort, soap to keep germs away. Lack of something to dress her baby in often keeps a mother isolated from her community, but the clothes in a Baby Care Kit welcome both mother and baby out into the world.
Include the following items in each Baby Care Kit:
· Two lightweight cotton t-shirts (no onesies) 
· Two long- or short-sleeved gowns or sleepers (without feet)
· Two receiving blankets, medium-weight cotton or flannel, or crocheted or knitted with lightweight yarn, up to 52" square
· Four cloth diapers, flat fold preferred
· One jacket, sweater or sweatshirt with a hood, or include a baby cap
· Two pairs of socks (new only)
· One hand towel, dark color recommended (new only)
· Two bath-size bars (4 to 5 oz.) of gentle soap, in original wrapping (new only) 
· Two diaper pins or large safety pins
Other than socks, towels, and soap, gently used, clean items (no stains or tears) can be substituted for new ones. Wrap items in one of the receiving blankets and secure with diaper pins. Do not enclose the Kit or any of its contents in plastic bags. 
LWR’s approximate cost to handle and ship one baby care kit overseas is $3.10.
Baby Care Kits are collected in the months of May and June.


LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF
FABRIC KITS 
Sewing is a valuable skill, one that leads to a reliable income for many women and men. Fabric Kits supply vocational training programs with fabric for teaching sewing, and for newly trained tailors to launch their sewing businesses.
Include the following items in each Fabric Kit:
· Two pieces of cotton or cotton-blend fabric (no knits or 100% polyester); fabric should have no stains or holes and be cut into pieces measuring: 
· 2 1/4 yards of 60" wide fabric, or
· 3 yards of 44" wide fabric, or
· 4 yards of 36" wide fabric
· Two spools of matching general purpose thread, 250-300 yards each 
Fold thread and one piece of fabric inside second fabric piece and tie with yarn, sturdy string, ribbon or strip of fabric. Do not enclose the Fabric Kit or any of its contents in a plastic bag.
LWR’s approximate cost to handle and ship one fabric kit overseas is $1.80.
Fabric Kits are collected in the months of September and October.
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RIVERSIDE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL • OUTREACH MINISTRY

Since 2013, Church of Our Saviour has provided help to students and families at Riverside Elementary School.  This ministry grew out of a study done by the Tabitha Circle regarding helping our community.  After much discussion in our Bible study circle, with our Pastor and with the Principal of Riverside School, we decided to establish a ministry that reaches out to the school students, staff and families.  Lydia Circle serves as the steering committee for this project.

We began small with a collection of needed items for the teachers to have on hand for their students.  This grew into a larger collection of clothing for students.  Needs beyond clothing were brought to our attention and we started to collect food and fuel gift cards to help families as needed.  Then we adopted a few families at Christmas time and provided gifts and food.

The clothing needs were most prominent, and we asked if we could set up a clothes closet to make clothing available to staff as needed.  The closet outgrew the original location and tote containers. We now have a larger room full of clothing for children, sorted by season and size.  In 2019 we began offering families time to “shop” in the closet.  We continue to offer this opportunity at least once a month. 

The community has become a donor as well as our congregation’s members.  We welcome any children’s clothing as long as it is gently used or new.  Volunteers from our congregation and one community member graciously give of their time to sort and organize the clothes.

THANK YOU to all who have supported this ministry.  May you be blessed as you bless others.

ALTAR CARE

This team of members is responsible for reverent care of the worship space and its furnishings, reflecting the love and presence of God.  This includes linens, vessels, and the altar itself, with specific instructions for cleaning, handling and preparing for services.  

Altar Care duties include:
•	Communion setup and cleanup
•	Baptism setup and cleanup
•	Linens and robes care
•	Candle and candle-lighter care
•	Communion vessels polishing
•	Flowers arrangements and distribution
•	Decorations for Christmas and Easter 


Team members:

Jill Bjornstad, chairperson		920-539-9389
Bonnie Bosin				920-922-1436
Char Bohnsack				920-602-1463
Roxane Buerger			920- 960-1815
Sue Schierstedt			920-251-8027







BOLD WOMEN’S DAY

Bold Women’s Day, observed the first Sunday of March, celebrates all Lutheran women who have acted or are acting boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ. Some women are bold in their unceasing prayers. Other women are bold in their service to those in need. Still other women are bold in their advocacy or through their hospitality. Whether we live out our bold story of faith in the workplace, family, home or community, our faith compels us to make a difference in the lives of others. It’s all about living out our baptismal call, about being a disciple of Christ. 

BOLD WOMEN AWARD RECIPIENTS
Susan Schierstedt - 2020
Janet Radke  - 2021
Joanne Talaska - 2022
Jill Bjornstad - 2023
Mary Arthur - 2023
Darlene Otte - 2024
Marcia Snyder - 2025
Cindy Decker - 2026
Char Bohnsack – 2026
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